
Arizona Game & Fish Commission Candidates Justine McCune and Jim O’Haco 
 
Justine McCune 
 
Justine McCune is a hunter and employed as an environmental specialist with Apache Generating 
Station, a coal-fired power plant near Cochise, Arizona. In her interview with the Arizona Game & Fish 
Commission Appointment Recommendation Board, she strongly denounced animal and environmental 
protection organizations, stating: 
 
"I also have another paramount reason for wanting to serve on the Commission. I'm sincerely 
concerned that the sport I'm so deeply connected to is threatened by organizations and individuals who 
never experienced the intimacy with the outdoors or the relationship with wildlife that I have. If these 
groups proclaim hunting as an atrocious example of humanity, they defame our morality and infringe on 
our heritage. These groups are highly motivated fundraising machines and they're doing their dirty work 
in our state and the states surrounding ours, so that little by little the sport of hunting is being skimmed 
down and is in threat of vanishing. Fortunately, I'm familiar with the tactics of these organizations as I 
deal with them in my profession on a daily basis."  
 
Source: AZ Game & Fish Commission Candidate Recommendation Board interview (11-9-21) 
 
Jim O’Haco 
 
Jim O’Haco is a rancher who owns a large cattle operation near Winslow, Arizona. He is the former 
president of the Arizona Cattle Growers and member of the Arizona Livestock Loss Board, which 
compensates ranchers for wolf depredation. He has commented and written articles opposing the 
reintroduction of endangered Mexican gray wolves in Arizona. 
 
Op-ed by O’Haco in Sonoran News   
 
“The Mexican Wolf is a top-of-the-food-chain predator that roams our state’s eastern landscape where 
many of us manage public, private and State Trust for the benefit of rural communities and to supply 
food and fiber for all.  Working with the Endangered Species Act is no walk in the park and does not 
have a very successful track record after 43 years.  The Federal Government has spent over $25 
million dollars on the wolf program over 18 years and has only 97 wolves.  You should all know that the 
wolf is no shrinking violet and is a natural born killer.  This does not seem like much success to me and 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service has been in charge the entire time.” 
 
Source: ”Spotting the wolf amongst the herd”, Sonoran News (8/25/2016) 
 
Progressive Farmer - Mexican Wolf Debate  
 
"I don't know why they think they need them," O'Haco said. "The wolf was gotten rid of years ago for a 
purpose. Anyway, it's going to be a battle. I can see it coming.” 
 

https://www.gem.wiki/Apache_Generating_Station
https://www.gem.wiki/Apache_Generating_Station
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4IkcE1_caOc&list=PLCZQsDKLhMWKwKi35_plTThRpdhxbXPhz&index=4
http://sonorannews.com/2016/08/25/spotting-the-wolf-amongst-the-herd/


The Arizona Cattlemen's Association spent $100,000 to prepare comments about the Mexican Wolf 
Recovery Program, but O'Haco said the group's concerns were largely ignored as USFWS moved 
ahead with its new proposal. O'Haco said he expects the battle with USFWS will end up in litigation. If 
the federal government goes ahead with the wolf repopulation, it would hurt the value of ranch land in 
the state, O'Haco said. 
 
"They turn them loose and they will kill your cattle," he said. "Then it will devalue your ranch because 
nobody wants to buy it. Nobody wants it if it is going to kill your source of income." 
 
Source: Progressive Farmer (9/15/2014) 
 
“Governor Ducey Did the Right Thing on Wolves”  
 
“This is an experimental population of wolves that has gone on for long enough.” (Read more in link 
below) 
 
Source: Email Correspondence below (1/19/2016) 
 

https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/article/2014/09/15/arizona-ranchers-cope-with-long-term
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